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property rights in the Mosul oil fields and elsewhere.
Nationalist Turkey has refused to recognize all con-
cessions granted by the Sublime Porte subsequent to
March 15,1920, the date of the occupation of Constanti-
nople (Select Document 19). The subject of concessions
is treated at some length in the chapter on Levantine
Concession-Hunting.
In the present chapter, the chief considerations under-
lying transportation and communication by water, land,
and air, are noted. To this objective, there are described
briefly the location of leading business centers and of
trade routes, and the characteristic features of the vari-
ous vehicles of transportation which compete for the
carrying of passengers, mail, and freight. Among the
modes of communication, shipping, beasts of burden, and
railways receive major attention: the postal, telegraph,
and air transport services are described briefly. The
abnormal situation in the Near East since October, 1914,
mates us place more reliance upon decade old rather
than upon up to date data, notwithstanding the occur-
rence of the prior Turko-Italian and the two Balkan
wars. Statistics since 1914 are of scant value. There-
fore, frequent reference is made herein to the Ottoman
Empire of 1914. The reader, however, should not forget
that Iraq, Syria, Palestine, and the Yemen no longer
belong to Turkey.
The study of local communication must take into ac-
count the following conditions under these five points:
(a) the territory is undeveloped, and sparsely popu-
lated by persons who are mostly in very modest circum-
stances and who travel little; (fe) transportation facili-
ties are backward; (c) there is a marked tendency for
the more modern facilities to supplant the others; (d)
local and foreign spheres of influence are tremendous
factors; and (e) the internal prosperity is more or less
proportional to the progress and state of eomnmnica-

